
4373 
 
 

 

 

  
   

JURNAL MUDABBIR 
(Journal Research and Education Studies) 

Volume 5 Nomor 1 Tahun 2025 
 

                              http://jurnal.permapendis-sumut.org/index.php/mudabbir         ISSN: 2774-8391 

  

The Importance of Syntax in Understanding English Sentence Structure: 
A Library Research  

 
Dirza Rizki Purnama1, Ibtisamah Nasywa2, Nurul Anisya Ray3,  

Siti Ismahani4 
 

1,2,3,4 Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara, Indonesia 
 

Email: dirzarezki4@gmail.com1 , ibtsmhnsywa20@gmail.com 2 , 

nurulanisya2222@gmail.com 3 , sitiismahani@uinsu.ac.id 4 .  

 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
This study discusses the importance of syntax in understanding English sentence 
structure, particularly for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. This research 
employed a qualitative descriptive method using a library research approach by 
reviewing linguistics textbooks and relevant journal articles. The findings indicate that 
syntax plays a crucial role in organizing sentence elements such as subjects, verbs, 
objects, phrases, and clauses, and in interpreting meaning accurately. Syntactic 
knowledge helps learners understand word order, recognize grammatical relationships, 
and comprehend both simple and complex sentence patterns. Moreover, syntactic 
awareness supports learners in producing grammatically correct and meaningful 
sentences in communication. Therefore, mastering syntax is essential for improving 
learners’ understanding and effective use of English sentence structure.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

English plays a significant role in both global and educational contexts due to its 

widespread use across international domains and its function as a medium for 

accessing knowledge and opportunities (Rao, 2019). In the era of globalization, English 

is widely recognized as a global language or lingua franca that enables communication 

across geographical, cultural, and linguistic boundaries. It is commonly used in 

international communication, business, diplomacy, science, technology, and digital 

media, allowing people from different linguistic backgrounds to interact effectively. 

In the educational context, Rao (2019) also stated that English holds a central 

position as the primary medium of instruction in higher education and academic 

mobility. Many textbooks, academic references, and scholarly materials in fields such as 

science, engineering, medicine, and technology are written in English, making English 

proficiency essential for students and educators worldwide. Students who pursue 

higher education abroad are generally required to demonstrate competence in English, 

as most academic programs are delivered in English, even in non-English-speaking 

countries. Moreover, English proficiency significantly enhances employment 

opportunities, as many employers prioritize candidates with strong English 

communication skills in response to the demands of globalized workplaces. 

Given the importance of English in academic and professional settings, 

grammatical competence becomes a fundamental aspect of effective language use. 

Grammar can be defined as a set of structural rules governing the composition of 

words, phrases, and clauses within a language. One essential component of grammar is 

syntax, which focuses on the arrangement of words and phrases to form well-

structured sentences (Fromkin, Rodman, & Hyams, 2018). Syntax examines how 

sentence elements such as subjects, predicates, objects, complements, and modifiers are 

organized and how these elements relate to one another to convey meaning. 

Understanding syntax is particularly important for English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) learners, who often face difficulties in constructing and interpreting 

English sentence structures. Differences between English and learners’ first languages 

frequently result in challenges related to word order, sentence formation, and 

grammatical relationships. English typically follows a Subject–Verb–Object (SVO) word 

order, and deviations from this structure may lead to ambiguity or misinterpretation. 

Syntactic knowledge enables learners to identify syntactic categories, analyze phrase 

structures, recognize grammatical dependencies such as subject–verb agreement, and 

understand structural ambiguity in sentences. 

Furthermore, syntax plays a vital role in supporting clear and effective 

communication. Mastery of syntactic rules allows learners to construct logically 

organized sentences and comprehend both simple and complex sentence forms, 

including compound and complex structures. Through syntactic awareness, learners 
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can interpret meaning accurately and understand how changes in sentence structure 

may result in changes in meaning. Previous studies have emphasized that syntactic 

competence contributes significantly to learners’ overall language proficiency, 

particularly in academic and professional communication contexts (Raihana et al., 

2024). 

Although numerous studies have discussed grammar and sentence structure, 

there remains a need to reaffirm the importance of syntax as a foundational element in 

understanding English sentence structure, especially for EFL learners. Many learners 

tend to focus primarily on vocabulary acquisition while overlooking sentence 

construction, which often leads to grammatically inaccurate or fragmented expressions. 

Therefore, revisiting the role of syntax is essential for strengthening learners’ ability to 

comprehend and produce well-formed English sentences. 

Based on this background, this article aims to discuss the importance of syntax in 

understanding English sentence structure through a library research approach. By 

reviewing relevant linguistic theories and previous studies, this article seeks to 

highlight how syntactic knowledge supports learners in organizing sentence structure, 

interpreting meaning, and improving overall communicative competence in English. 

 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design using a library 

research approach. The qualitative descriptive method was chosen to provide a 

comprehensive explanation of syntactic concepts and their role in understanding 

English sentence structure based on existing theories and previous studies. Since this 

study focused on conceptual analysis rather than numerical data, a qualitative approach 

was considered the most appropriate. 

The data sources of this study consisted of relevant academic materials, 

including linguistics and grammar textbooks, scholarly journal articles, and credible 

online academic sources related to syntax and English sentence structure. These sources 

were selected to obtain theoretical explanations, definitions, and examples that support 

the discussion of syntax as a fundamental aspect of sentence construction in English. 

Data were collected through a documentation technique, in which relevant 

information from the selected literature was carefully identified, recorded, and 

organized. The collected data included definitions of syntax, explanations of sentence 

structure, syntactic rules, and examples illustrating the relationship between syntax and 

meaning. 

The data analysis was conducted through several steps. First, the collected data 

were classified based on key themes, such as concepts of syntax, English sentence 

structure, and the role of syntax in meaning interpretation. Second, the perspectives of 
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different scholars were compared to identify similarities and differences in their views. 

Finally, the findings were synthesized and presented in a descriptive-analytical manner 

to provide a clear and systematic discussion of the importance of syntax in 

understanding English sentence structure. 

 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

1. Concept of Syntax in English 

Based on the reviewed literature, Syntax defined as the part of linguistics that 

looks at how words are arranged to make phrases, clauses, and sentences. It is about the 

rules that tell us how to put words together so that sentences are correct and make 

sense. In simple words, syntax shows how sentences are made using the rules of a 

language.  

Many linguists think syntax is closely connected to grammar and how sentences 

are built. This is because syntax looks at how different parts of a sentence, like subjects, 

verbs, and objects, are put together in a way that gives clear meaning. So, rules and 

patterns are important in understanding how a language works.  

From a theoretical perspective, Chomsky believes that syntax is a key part of 

human language. Chomsky suggests that all humans have an natural ability to learn 

and use grammar, which he calls universal grammar. This idea shows that syntax is not 

just about learning rules from others but is also tied to how humans naturally think 

about language.  

The studies also show that understanding syntax is important for knowing how 

language conveys meaning. By looking at how words are connected in a sentence, 

linguists can explain how different sentence structures affect how we understand and 

use language. This makes syntax useful both for describing language and for analyzing 

it.  

In language learning, the studies say that knowing syntax is important for 

making correct and clear sentences. When learners understand how sentences are put 

together, they can express ideas better and avoid mistakes. So, syntax plays a big role in 

both studying language and teaching it, especially when it comes to understanding how 

English sentences are formed. 

2. English Sentence Structure Based on Syntactic Rules 

English sentence structure is organized by a set of syntactic rules that regulate 

how words, phrases, and clauses are arranged and related to one another. Sidabalok et 

al. (2025) explain that syntax serves as a fundamental framework for understanding 

language structure by classifying parts of speech and describing how phrases are 

formed. Their study shows that word categories function systematically within phrases 

and clauses to build well-formed sentences. This indicates that phrase structure and 
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sentence construction play an important role in establishing grammatical relationships 

among sentence elements, which is essential for learners and teachers in recognizing 

sentence patterns.  

In addition, (Raihana et al., 2024) point out that syntax covers key elements such 

as subjects, predicates, objects, clauses, and phrases, and examines how these 

components interact to produce meaning in both simple and complex sentences. Their 

findings suggest that a solid mastery of these syntactic elements supports accurate 

sentence formation and assists learners in dealing with the complexity of English 

sentence structures. In summary, English sentence structure is not simply a random 

ordering of words, but a system governed by syntactic rules that ensure sentences are 

grammatical and meaningful in communication. 

3. The Importance of Syntax in Understanding Sentence Structure 

Syntax plays a significant role in understanding English sentence structure, as 

evidenced by a number of previous studies. In the research by (Cahyani 2021, as cited in 

Raihana et al., 2024) explains that syntax functions as the basic framework for 

identifying the relationships among elements in a sentence. By applying Morley’s 

functional syntax approach, the study emphasizes the verb as the core element that 

determines the occurrence of other components in sentence structure. This suggests a 

strong connection between semantic roles and syntactic elements in the formation of 

simple sentences.  

Likewise, (Hadi et al. n.d., as cited in Raihana et al., 2024) point out the close 

interaction between morphology and syntax in constructing simple sentences. Their 

findings describe how predicates, verb classes, and constituents are systematically 

organized within sentence patterns. This interaction shows that syntax is crucial in 

integrating linguistic elements into grammatically acceptable sentences.  

Moreover, (Ismahani et al. 2024, as cited in Raihana et al., 2024) utilize tree 

diagram analysis to examine the syntactic structure of English idioms. The results 

indicate that even though idioms often appear in simple forms, they can also involve 

more complex structures. This analysis not only explains sentence patterns but also 

demonstrates how syntax contributes to understanding the relationship between 

structure, meaning, and the cultural dimensions embedded in idiomatic expressions.  

In conclusion, these studies confirm that syntax is fundamental to understanding 

the structure of English sentences. A syntactic perspective allows learners and 

researchers to examine both simple and complex constructions and to understand how 

sentence elements interact to convey meaning effectively. 

4. Syntax and Meaning Interpretation  

The reviewed literature demonstrates that syntax plays a crucial role in the 

interpretation of sentence meaning. Sentence meaning is not derived solely from lexical 

items or vocabulary, but is also shaped by the syntactic organization that governs the 

relationships among sentence elements. Thus, meaning is not an independent entity; 
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instead, it emerges from the hierarchical structural arrangement of words within a 

sentence. 

In English, which is characterized by a fixed word order system, the syntactic 

position of a word determines its semantic function. The Subject Verb Object (SVO) 

pattern serves as a key indicator of the semantic relationship between the agent and the 

patient in an action. According to Pramitasari (2020), the predicative relationship 

between the subject and the verb forms the foundation of meaning construction in a 

sentence. Even when identical lexical items are used, altering their syntactic positions 

can lead to substantial differences in meaning, indicating that meaning is realized 

through structural relationships rather than isolated word meanings. 

Additionally, changes in syntactic structure directly affect meaning 

interpretation. Raihana et al. (2024) argue that modifications in word order or sentence 

configuration may result in shifts in meaning or render a sentence ungrammatical. In 

this regard, syntax functions as the guiding framework that enables readers and 

listeners to interpret intended meaning accurately. 

Syntax is also essential in accounting for structural ambiguity. A single sentence 

may yield multiple interpretations when its constituent structure is not clearly 

understood. Raihana et al. (2024) highlight that learners frequently struggle to 

determine whether a prepositional phrase belongs to a Noun Phrase (NP) or a Verb 

Phrase (VP). The sentence “I saw the man with the telescope” exemplifies how meaning 

interpretation relies heavily on phrase structure analysis, particularly in determining 

whether the phrase with the telescope modifies the noun or the verb. In such cases, 

syntactic principles help resolve ambiguity by clarifying constituent grouping. 

Furthermore, syntactic knowledge enables learners to identify phrase boundaries 

and clause relationships in complex sentences. Nurhasanah (2021) notes that syntactic 

analysis using tree diagrams reveals the internal structure of sentences and clarifies the 

relationships among their components. Similarly, Suhendra et al. (2022) emphasize that 

in compound and complex sentences, understanding coordinative and subordinative 

clause relationships is essential for comprehending overall sentence meaning. 

Beyond clarifying meaning, syntactic manipulation also influences information 

focus and communicative emphasis. Transformational processes, such as shifting from 

active to passive constructions or employing cleft sentences, allow speakers to highlight 

specific information without changing the propositional content. However, syntactic 

correctness does not necessarily guarantee semantic coherence, as a sentence may be 

structurally grammatical yet logically meaningless. Therefore, syntax should be viewed 

as a structural framework that enables semantics to convey meaning effectively. 

Based on these discussions, it can be concluded that syntax serves as a critical 

link between grammatical form and semantic interpretation. Without sufficient 

syntactic competence, EFL learners are likely to encounter difficulties in interpreting 

sentence meaning, particularly in complex or ambiguous constructions. Consequently, 
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mastery of syntax is essential for supporting learners’ accurate and comprehensive 

understanding of English sentence structure. 

5. Disscusion 

The synthesized evidence underscores that syntax serves as the foundational 

architecture defining the structure of English sentences. As demonstrated in the 

preceding results, syntax transcends the notion of a simple set of prescriptive 

guidelines; rather, it constitutes a systematic cognitive process that regulates the 

arrangement and decoding of linguistic components. This perspective corroborates the 

view of syntax as the structural cornerstone of language, providing the necessary 

stability for both meaning creation and effective interpersonal communication. 

Reflecting on the syntactic concepts examined in this study, it is evident that 

syntax is inherently tied to hierarchical organization and rule-based configurations. 

Such a viewpoint aligns with Chomsky’s theory of grammatical competence, which 

posits that language learners have a natural predisposition to process organized 

linguistic structures. Consequently, the challenges faced by EFL learners in mastering 

sentence patterns often stem from a deficit in syntactic consciousness rather than a lack 

of innate ability. When the structural interconnections between words are poorly 

understood, learners are likely to view grammar as a series of isolated, disjointed rules 

instead of a cohesive, integrated system.   

Moreover, the research findings regarding the significance of syntax illustrate 

that sentence configurations are profoundly influenced by the interplay of syntactic 

units, with the verb acting as the pivotal element, as noted by Cahyani (2021) and Hadi 

et al. (n.d.). This reinforces functional syntactic theories which suggest that meaning is a 

product of the structured relationships between constituents. In this context, the 

prevalence of the Subject–Verb–Object (SVO) sequence in English should be interpreted 

as a vital cognitive anchor that allows learners to assign semantic roles with greater 

efficiency. Such predictable patterns are essential for reducing cognitive burden and 

assisting the progression from basic to advanced sentence forms. 

The analysis further highlights the utility of syntactic tools, including tree 

diagrams and phrase structure rules, in deepening the understanding of sentence 

architecture. Works by Nurhasanah (2021) and Ismahani et al. (2024) demonstrate that 

the visualization of syntactic hierarchies encourages learners to abandon a linear, word-

by-word approach in favor of a more sophisticated, constituent-based perspective. 

This transition is especially critical when interpreting complex clauses or 

idiomatic phrases, where the overall meaning cannot be extracted by simply 

aggregating individual words. 

Regarding the nexus between syntax and semantic interpretation, the results 

confirm a significant interface between the two. Syntactic configurations frequently 

dictate how meaning is navigated, particularly when encountering structural 

ambiguities. Because semantic clarity often remains elusive until the underlying 
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syntactic ties are clarified, syntax acts as a definitive gatekeeper for interpretation. This 

finding suggests that pedagogical approaches that isolate syntax from meaning are 

suboptimal; syntax should instead be presented as a strategic instrument for achieving 

clarity and communicative intent. 

Lastly, this discussion points out that syntactic transformations, such as the use 

of the passive voice or clefting, are instrumental in directing information focus and 

adding nuance to communication. While a sentence might adhere to grammatical 

standards, it may fail to achieve semantic coherence if its structure does not align with 

its logical premise. Thus, syntactic mastery empowers learners to go beyond mere 

grammatical accuracy, allowing them to communicate with precision across diverse 

social and academic contexts.   

This discussion asserts that syntactic awareness is a fundamental predictor of 

proficiency in English sentence comprehension. The capacity to analyze and adjust 

sentence structures directly impacts a learner’s ability to decode meaning accurately, 

especially within intricate or ambiguous frameworks. Therefore, syntax must be central 

to EFL curricula, acting as the vital link between formal grammar and semantic depth to 

facilitate superior language mastery. 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The present study underscores that syntax is far more than a collection of rigid 

grammatical rules; it is the fundamental architecture that enables the coherent 

construction and interpretation of meaning in the English language. Through a 

comprehensive review of the literature, it is evident that syntactic mastery provides the 

necessary cognitive framework for learners to navigate the complexities of sentence 

structure. The dominance of the SVO pattern and the hierarchical organization of 

phrase structures act as essential anchors that facilitate the decoding of semantic roles 

and the resolution of structural ambiguities. 

Furthermore, the findings highlight that syntactic awareness is a primary 

determinant of communicative success. Tools such as tree diagrams and phrase 

structure analysis do not merely serve theoretical purposes but offer practical pathways 

for learners to move from a linear understanding of words toward a deeper, 

constituent-based grasp of language. This transition is vital for interpreting nuanced 

expressions, idiomatic forms, and complex clausal relationships that are often found in 

academic and professional contexts. 

In light of these conclusions, this study suggests that English language pedagogy 

should re-evaluate the integration of syntax within the curriculum. Rather than 

teaching syntax in isolation, educators should present it as a strategic “gatekeeper” to 
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semantic clarity and communicative precision. By bridging the gap between formal 

grammar and meaning-making, learners can achieve a more comprehensive level of 

English proficiency. Ultimately, mastering syntax empowers EFL learners to not only 

produce grammatically accurate sentences but also to convey and interpret information 

with a high degree of logical and contextual accuracy. 
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