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ABSTRAK

Syntax is a core component of linguistic knowledge that plays a crucial role in the
construction of meaningful sentences. In English, syntactic rules determine how words
are organized into phrases, clauses, and sentences to convey clear and accurate meaning,
particularly in written communication. This article discusses the basic concepts of English
syntax by outlining its definition, fundamental elements, sentence structures, and
practical use in writing. In addition, common syntactic problems frequently encountered
by English learners are examined along with their theoretical causes. The article is
intended as a conceptual and pedagogical overview rather than a research report, aiming
to support students and general readers in developing a clearer understanding of English
sentence structure and improving writing quality through appropriate syntactic use.
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INTRODUCTION

Syntax is one of the main branches of linguistics that focuses on how words are arranged
to form phrases, clauses, and sentences. It explains the structural relationships among
linguistic elements and provides the rules that govern sentence formation in a language.
Without syntax, language would be reduced to a collection of isolated words with no
systematic way to express complex ideas or relationships.

In English, syntax is particularly important because grammatical meaning is
largely conveyed through word order rather than inflection. This characteristic makes
syntactic accuracy essential, especially in writing, where meaning must be communicated
clearly without the support of intonation or immediate context. A sentence may contain
appropriate vocabulary, but improper syntactic structure can result in ambiguity,
misunderstanding, or grammatical inaccuracy.

This article aims to present a clear and systematic explanation of basic syntactic
concepts in English. Rather than reporting empirical research, the article is designed to
provide conceptual understanding for students and English learners who wish to
strengthen their writing skills. By discussing definitions, core elements of syntax,
sentence structures, and common syntactic problems, this article seeks to support readers
in producing well-structured and grammatically sound English texts.

RESEARCH METHOD

This article applies a qualitative descriptive method using a library research
approach. The study does not involve empirical data collection such as experiments,
surveys, interviews, or classroom observations. Instead, it focuses on theoretical
discussion and conceptual explanation of English syntax based on established linguistic
literature.

The data sources of this study consist of secondary data, including academic
textbooks, reference grammars, and scholarly publications related to syntax, sentence
structure, and English grammar. Key references were selected from well-known linguists
and language scholars such as Fromkin, Rodman, and Hyams; Radford; Yule; Carnie;
Huddleston and Pullum; Crystal; and other authoritative sources relevant to syntactic
theory and English writing.

Data collection was conducted through systematic reading and documentation
techniques. Relevant theories, definitions, sentence patterns, and examples related to
English syntax were identified, noted, and categorized according to the focus of the
discussion. The collected data were then analyzed using content analysis, emphasizing
the explanation of syntactic concepts, sentence structures, and common syntactic issues
encountered by English learners.
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The data analysis procedure involved three stages. First, key concepts and theories
of English syntax were identified from the selected references. Second, these concepts
were organized into thematic sections, including basic elements of syntax, sentence
structures, and common syntactic problems in English writing. Third, the data were
descriptively interpreted to provide clear explanations and illustrative examples that
support readers’ understanding,.

Since this article is conceptual and pedagogical in nature, the research method
aims to provide a comprehensive theoretical overview rather than empirical findings.
Therefore, the focus of the methodology is on theoretical accuracy, clarity of explanation,
and relevance to English writing instruction.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

1. Definition of Syntax

Syntax is commonly defined as the branch of linguistics that studies sentence
structure and the rules governing the combination of words into larger units. Fromkin,
Rodman, and Hyams (2018) describe syntax as the study of how linguistic units larger
than words are arranged and related within sentences. This definition emphasizes syntax
as a system that organizes words into meaningful structures.

Radford (2009) defines syntax as the study of how words are combined into
phrases and sentences, highlighting the importance of hierarchical structure rather than
simple linear order. According to this view, sentences are not merely strings of words but
structured units with internal organization.

Yule (2020) explains syntax as the study of the patterns used to form sentences and
how these patterns are interpreted by native speakers. This perspective underscores the
role of syntax in ensuring that sentences are both grammatically acceptable and
understandable. Taken together, these definitions show that syntax functions as a
fundamental framework for sentence formation in both spoken and written language.

Sentence

A sentence is the largest syntactic unit that expresses a complete idea. It typically
contains at least a subject and a predicate and can stand independently. Huddleston and
Pullum (2005) describe a sentence as a complete grammatical unit capable of functioning
on its own in communication.
Example:
The students understand the lesson.
Phrase
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A phrase is a group of words that functions as a single unit within a sentence but does
not contain a complete subject-verb relationship. Carnie (2013) explains that phrases
serve specific grammatical roles, such as noun phrases or verb phrases, within clauses.
Examples:

o The diligent students (noun phrase)

o are studying syntax (verb phrase)
Clause
A clause is a syntactic unit that includes a subject and a verb. Clauses may be independent
or dependent. Greenbaum and Nelson (2009) note that clauses are essential in
determining sentence complexity in English.
Examples:

o She understands syntax. (independent clause)

» because she studies linguistics. (dependent clause)
Word Order
Word order refers to the arrangement of words in a sentence. English generally follows
a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) pattern. Crystal (2008) emphasizes that incorrect word
order can change meaning or create ambiguity, even when the correct words are used.
Example:
The teacher explains syntax. (S +V + O)

2. Types of Sentences in English
English sentences can be classified based on their structural complexity.
Simple sentences consist of one independent clause.
Example: Students learn syntax.
Compound sentences contain two or more independent clauses joined by coordinating
conjunctions.
Example: Students learn syntax, and they practice writing.
Complex sentences include one independent clause and at least one dependent clause.
Example: Students improve their writing when they understand syntax.
Compound-complex sentences combine compound and complex structures,
containing at least two independent clauses and one dependent clause.
Example: Students improve their writing, and they gain confidence when they master
syntax.
Sentence Structure Patterns
Basic English sentence patterns commonly follow the structure Subject + Verb + Object
or Complement (S +V + O/C). According to Eastwood (2002), mastery of these patterns
helps learners construct grammatically accurate sentences and maintain clarity in
writing,.
Examples:

o She writes essays. (S+ V + O)
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o The explanation is clear. (S + V + C)

3. Syntax in English Writing
Syntax plays a central role in English writing by ensuring clarity, coherence, and logical
organization of ideas. Proper syntactic structure allows writers to connect ideas
effectively and guide readers through arguments or explanations. Harmer (2004) states
that grammatical accuracy, including syntax, supports communicative effectiveness in
written texts.

4. Common Syntactic Problems
English learners often encounter syntactic difficulties such as incorrect word order,
sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and subject-verb disagreement. These problems
frequently arise due to interference from the learners’ first language or limited exposure
to well-formed English sentences.
Examples:

o Incorrect: She very likes syntax.

o Correct: She really likes syntax.

o Incorrect: Because the explanation was clear.

o Correct: The explanation was clear.
Theoretically, such errors can be explained by differences between English syntactic rules
and those of the learners’ native languages, as well as incomplete acquisition of
grammatical structures (Ellis, 2006).

CONCLUSION

Syntax is a fundamental aspect of English grammar that governs how words are
organized into meaningful sentences. An understanding of syntactic concepts, including
sentence structure, basic elements, and sentence types, is essential for effective written
communication. This article has outlined key definitions of syntax, explained its core
elements, described common sentence patterns, and discussed the role of syntax in
writing along with frequent learner difficulties.

By developing awareness of syntactic rules and structures, English learners can
improve clarity, accuracy, and coherence in their writing. A solid foundation in syntax
not only supports grammatical correctness but also enables writers to express ideas more
confidently and effectively in academic and everyday contexts.
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