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Abstract: The development of digital technology and social media has
led to the emergence of the post-truth phenomenon, a condition in which
opinions and emotions influence public perception more than objective
facts. This phenomenon poses challenges for the education sector,
including Islamic education, because students are increasingly exposed
to unverified information that can potentially lead to misunderstandings
of religious teachings. This study aims to analyze the impact of the post-
truth era on Islamic education, examine the role of media literacy in the
learning process, and identify strategies of Islamic education in
developing a critical generation amid the flood of digital information.
This research employs a qualitative approach using a literature review
method by examining various scientific sources relevant to the research
topic. Data collection was conducted through the exploration and review
of scientific journal articles related to the post-truth phenomenon, media
literacy, and Islamic education. The collected data were analyzed
descriptively to understand the relationship between the post-truth
phenomenon and the strengthening of Islamic education. The results
show that the post-truth era requires Islamic education not only to focus
on the transmission of religious knowledge but also to develop students’
media literacy and critical thinking skills. Therefore, the integration of
media literacy in Islamic education is a strategic effort to develop Muslim
generations who are able to filter information wisely and responsibly.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of digital technology has fundamentally changed the
way society obtains, produces, and distributes information. Advances in the
internet, social media, and artificial intelligence allow information to spread
within seconds without adequate verification. This situation has given rise
to the post-truth phenomenon, a situation where emotions, personal beliefs,
and public opinion have a greater influence on shaping public perceptions
than verifiable, objective facts. According to Ralph Keyes (2004), the post-
truth era is characterized by an increasingly blurred line between fact and
opinion. Lee McIntyre (2018) emphasized that this phenomenon is not only
related to the spread of misinformation but also to a weakening of public
trust in scientific evidence and the authority of knowledge. Consequently,
students face increasingly complex challenges in distinguishing valid
information from manipulative information. Therefore, education must now
face new pressures to strengthen students’ media literacy and critical
thinking skills to avoid being trapped by perceptual biases or misleading
emotional narratives (Maulana & Syarif, 2025).

The post-truth phenomenon has more complex implications for Islamic
education because religious learning is not solely oriented toward mastering
knowledge, but also toward the formation of morals, ethics, and character
based on the values of the Quran and Sunnah. The uncontrolled flow of
digital information makes students increasingly vulnerable to hoaxes,
disinformation, hate speech, and religious interpretations lacking scientific
basis. This situation has the potential to distort Islamic understanding and
weaken critical thinking in responding to religious information. Therefore,
Islamic education is required not only to develop religious competence but
also to develop media literacy and digital literacy skills as part of strengthening
students’ character (Ardina Rasiani et al., 2025).

Various studies have examined the relationship between the post-truth
phenomenon, digital literacy, and Islamic education. Maulana and Syarif
(2025) explain that the post-truth era poses new challenges for education
through the dominance of subjective information, which displaces the role
of objective facts in the process of knowledge formation. Ardina Rasiani et
al. (2025) emphasize the importance of media literacy as an Islamic education
strategy in addressing the spread of disinformation among young Muslims.
Meanwhile, Febriana and Khasanah (2025) demonstrate that digital literacy
plays a strategic role in building students’ character, enabling them to use
digital media responsibly. On the other hand, international research by Renee
Hobbs (2017) confirms that media literacy is a 2 1st-century competency that
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must be integrated into the learning process to develop students’ analytical,
reflective, and critical skills regarding various forms of digital information.

However, these studies still show several limitations. Most research
focuses on discussing digital literacy or media literacy as a practical solution
to address the spread of invalid information, without comprehensively
integrating the core values of Islamic education, such as tabayyun (trust),
amanah (trustworthiness), hikmah (wisdom), and moral responsibility, as
an epistemological framework for addressing the post-truth phenomenon.
Furthermore, previous research has generally been descriptive in nature,
emphasizing the urgency of media literacy. However, it has not yet produced
a conceptual synthesis of how Islamic education can develop critical thinking
skills through the integration of media literacy and Islamic values. Thus, a
research gap remains, resulting in the lack of a conceptual framework that
explains the relationship between the post-truth phenomenon, media literacy,
critical thinking, and the principles of Islamic education in an integrated
manner. (Febriana & Khasanah, 2025)

Based on this gap, this study offers a novel conceptual synthesis of
strategies for strengthening Islamic education in the face of the post-truth
era through the integration of media literacy with Islamic values, particularly
tabayyun (trust), amanah (trustworthiness), and hikmah (wisdom), as the
foundation for developing students’ critical thinking skills. This approach is
expected to broaden the perspective of Islamic education, which has been
largely understood as a process of transferring religious knowledge to one
that fosters critical, ethical, and responsible thinking competencies in the
face of the deluge of digital information.

METHOD

This research employed a qualitative approach with a literature review
design. This approach was chosen because the research aims to deeply
understand, interpret, and synthesize various concepts, theories, and
research findings related to the post-truth phenomenon, media literacy,
critical thinking, and Islamic education. Qualitative research enables
researchers to gain a comprehensive understanding of a phenomenon through
critical interpretation of various scientific sources, thereby producing a more
comprehensive conceptual construct (Creswell & Poth, 2018). In this study,
researchers analyzed various scientific literature, books, academic articles,
and relevant documents as the primary data sources to comprehensively
describe the phenomenon using an interpretative and narrative approach
(Suganda et al., 2025).
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The literature review was conducted by reviewing various relevant
scientific sources, including reputable national and international journal
articles, academic books, scientific proceedings, and policy documents related
to Islamic education, media literacy, critical thinking, and the post-truth
phenomenon. A systematic literature search was conducted through several
scientific databases, including Google Scholar, Scopus, Crossref, and
Dimensions, using the keywords post-truth, Islamic education, media literacy,
critical thinking, digital literacy, and Islamic education. The selected
literature prioritized publications from the last ten years to capture the
latest developments in research, without neglecting the classic literature
that serves as the theoretical foundation for the concepts of post-truth and
media literacy (Mclntyre, 2018).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Impact of the Post-Truth Era on Islamic Education

The post-truth era is a social condition in which personal opinions,
emotions, and beliefs often influence public perception more than objective
facts. This phenomenon is rapidly developing along with advances in digital
technology and social media, which allow information to spread rapidly without
adequate verification. In the context of education, this situation poses a
significant challenge because students can receive a variety of information
that may not be based on scientific truth or credible sources. This situation
demands that the education system, including Islamic education, equip
students with critical thinking skills to avoid being easily influenced by
misleading information (Alza Nabiel Zamzami et al., 2024).

From an Islamic education perspective, the post-truth phenomenon
impacts not only students’ cognitive abilities but also their understanding of
religious values. Religious information circulating in digital media often lacks
clear references, which can lead to misunderstandings of Islamic teachings.
When students receive such information without verification, the potential
for distortion in religious understanding increases. Therefore, Islamic
religious education plays a crucial role in guiding the younger generation to
understand Islamic teachings comprehensively and resist the influence of
baseless narratives (Febriana & Khasanah, 2025).

Other research also shows that young people who actively use digital
media are more likely to be exposed to manipulative information. This type
of information is often packaged in an attractive and emotional manner,
making it easy to believe without thorough verification. This situation suggests
that the primary challenge for education in the post-truth era is developing

64



Prasistyo, Pratama, Sidiq, Sari, Gustiani: Islamic Education In The Post-Truth Era ...

critical awareness of the information received. Islamic education needs to
provide an understanding that truth in Islam is not solely determined by the
popularity of the information, but by the validity of the source and its
compliance with sharia values (Ardina Rasiani et al., 2025).

Furthermore, the post-truth phenomenon also has the potential to
influence students’ social and moral attitudes. Inaccurate information can
trigger conflict, polarization, and intolerance if not handled wisely. Therefore,
Islamic education needs to instill values such as honesty, responsibility,
and a positive attitude of tabayyun (reflection) in receiving information. The
Islamic principle of tabayyun (intelligible text) teaches the importance of
verifying information before believing it, thus preventing students from
spreading misinformation (Abu Amar Bustomi et al., 2023).

Overall, the post-truth era presents new challenges for Islamic education
in developing a generation capable of critical thinking and responsibility
regarding the information they receive. Islamic education serves not only as
a means of transferring religious knowledge but also as a process for
developing students’ character and analytical skills. Therefore, integrating
information literacy into Islamic education learning is a strategic step in
facing the increasingly complex challenges of the digital era (Ningrum et al.,
2025).

The Role of Media Literacy in Islamic Education

Media literacy is the ability to access, understand, analyze, and evaluate
information obtained through various digital media. In the post-truth era,
media literacy has become a crucial competency because society is faced
with a vast and diverse flow of information. Without adequate media literacy
skills, students will struggle to distinguish between valid information and
manipulative information. Therefore, media literacy needs to be an integral
part of the learning process in Islamic education (Maysurah et al., 2025).

In the context of religious education, media literacy relates not only to
technical skills in using technology but also to the ability to think critically
about the content received. Students need to be taught to evaluate
information sources, understand the context of messages, and identify
potential biases within information. Thus, media literacy can help students
understand Islamic teachings more objectively and avoid being easily
influenced by inaccurate information (Rusadi et al., 2019).

Furthermore, media literacy is also related to character development
in students who use digital media responsibly. Islamic values such as
honesty, trustworthiness, and responsibility need to be integrated into social
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media use so that students become not just consumers of information but
also wise media users. This is crucial because digital media serves not only
as a means of obtaining information but also as a space for social interaction
that influences individual thought patterns and behavior. (Husain & Kaharu,
2021)

Research shows that integrating media literacy into learning can improve
students’ critical thinking skills. Through this approach, students are trained
to analyze various information sources, compare different perspectives, and
draw conclusions based on available evidence. This process helps students
develop the analytical skills necessary to face the various information
challenges of the digital age (Widodo et al., 2019).

Therefore, media literacy plays a strategic role in strengthening the
quality of Islamic education in the digital age. Integrating media literacy
into the religious education curriculum can help shape a generation of
Muslims who not only deeply understand Islamic teachings but are also able
to face various information challenges with a critical and wise attitude.

Islamic Education Strategy in Building a Critical Generation

To face the challenges of the post-truth era, Islamic education needs to
develop learning strategies that can develop students’ critical thinking skills.
One strategy is to integrate digital literacy into the Islamic Religious Education
curriculum. This integration aims to ensure that students not only
understand religious teachings normatively but also are able to analyze various
information related to religious issues in digital media (Alza Nabiel Zamzami
et al., 2024).

In addition to curriculum integration, improving teacher competency is
also a crucial factor in developing a critical generation. Islamic Education
teachers need adequate digital literacy skills to guide students in evaluating
information obtained from the internet and social media. Thus, teachers
serve not only as transmitters of material but also as facilitators, helping
students understand the realities of information in the digital age (Febriana
& Khasanah, 2025).

Another strategy that can be implemented is the use of discussion-
based learning methods and case analysis. In this method, students are
invited to analyze various examples of information circulating in digital media,
then discuss its truth and impact on people’s lives. This approach can help
students develop critical thinking skills and raise awareness of the
importance of verifying information (Ardina Rasiani et al., 2025).
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Furthermore, character education also needs to be an essential part of
Islamic education strategies. Values such as honesty, responsibility, and
tabayyun (reflection) must be instilled from an early age so that students
have a strong moral foundation in dealing with the various information
circulating in society. Character education based on Islamic values can
help students understand that the use of information must be accompanied
by moral responsibility (Ningrum et al., 2025).

Ultimately, the Islamic education strategy for developing a critical
generation must be implemented holistically, combining cognitive, moral,
and spiritual aspects. This approach aims not only to improve students’ critical
thinking skills but also to develop strong character to face the various
challenges of information in the digital age. With the right strategy, Islamic
education can play a vital role in creating a generation that is intelligent,
critical, and responsible in using information (Maysurah et al., 2025).

CONCLUSION

The post-truth era presents new challenges for education, particularly
Islamic education, as the rapid flow of digital information is often not
accompanied by adequate verification processes. This situation has the
potential to influence how students understand information, including
religious information, thereby increasing the risk of misunderstandings of
Islamic teachings. Therefore, Islamic education plays a crucial role in
equipping the younger generation with critical thinking skills by
strengthening media literacy and digital literacy. Integrating media literacy
into learning, improving teacher competency, and implementing learning
strategies that encourage critical analysis and discussion are crucial steps
in developing a generation capable of selecting information wisely. With a
holistic approach that integrates cognitive, moral, and spiritual aspects,
Islamic education is expected to shape a generation of Muslims who not only
understand religious teachings correctly but also possess a critical and
responsible attitude in dealing with various information in the digital era.
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